
CVC Words
Phase 2–3  ·  short a, i, and o

Three-letter words  ·  cat, pin, dog

Ages ~5–7  ·  Reception / Year 1  ·  Senior infants

Free printable

a

cat

i

pin

o

dog

How to use it

Say the sounds, then the word.  /c/  /a/  /t/  …  cat.

1. One short vowel at a time: a, then i, then o.

2. Three letters only. No blends and no long vowels yet.

3. Match the picture, trace the word, then fill the middle letter.

4. Stop while it still feels easy. One page is plenty.

Personal use  ·  Print as many as you like at home

Homeschool Hub



Say the sounds, then the word
Point to each letter. Say the sounds. Then blend them into the word.

short a

cat

hat

map

pan

short i

pin

pig

sit

bin

short o

dog

pot

log

box

Parent tip: say the sounds, then the word.  ·  Homeschool Hub



Picture match  ·  short a
Circle the word that matches the picture.

picture

cat

cot

kit
picture

hit

hat

hot

picture

mop

map

cap
picture

pin

pot

pan

picture

big

bag

bog
picture

jam

jog

jig

Answers:  cat   ·   hat   ·   map   ·   pan   ·   bag   ·   jam



Picture match  ·  short i
Circle the word that matches the picture.

picture

pan

pin

pot
picture

pig

pit

dig

picture

sat

sit

cot
picture

bin

ban

bog

picture

wag

wig

log
picture

lap

lip

log

Answers:  pin   ·   pig   ·   sit   ·   bin   ·   wig   ·   lip



Picture match  ·  short o
Circle the word that matches the picture.

picture

dig

dog

bag
picture

pat

pit

pot

picture

log

lag

lip
picture

box

fox

bag

picture

map

mop

cap
picture

cat

cot

kit

Answers:  dog   ·   pot   ·   log   ·   box   ·   mop   ·   cot



Trace and write  ·  short a
Trace the outline. Then write the word on the line.

bat
bat trace

write

mat
mat trace

write

fan
fan trace

write

can
can trace

write

Say the sounds, then the word, as you write.  ·  Homeschool Hub



Trace and write  ·  short i
Trace the outline. Then write the word on the line.

lip
lip trace

write

six
six trace

write

kit
kit trace

write

tin
tin trace

write

Say the sounds, then the word, as you write.  ·  Homeschool Hub



Trace and write  ·  short o
Trace the outline. Then write the word on the line.

hop
hop trace

write

fox
fox trace

write

top
top trace

write

pop
pop trace

write

Say the sounds, then the word, as you write.  ·  Homeschool Hub



Missing middle letter  ·  a and i
Look at the picture. Circle the missing middle letter. Then write the word.

j m a i o

c p a i o

t p a i o

r t a i o

l p a i o

s x a i o

Answers:  jam   ·   cap   ·   tap   ·   rat   ·   lip   ·   six



Missing middle letter  ·  mix
Look at the picture. Circle the missing middle letter. Then write the word.

f x a i o

h p a i o

m p a i o

b g a i o

w g a i o

t p a i o

Answers:  fox   ·   hop   ·   mop   ·   bag   ·   wig   ·   top



Cut and paste
Cut out the pictures. Paste each one on short a, short i, or short o.

a

short a  ·  paste

i

short i  ·  paste

o

short o  ·  paste

Cut along the dashed lines

Answers: cat a · pin i · dog o · hat a · pig i · pot o


